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Here are a few interesting images by Chris Chatfield of natural phenomena 

observed, that accompanied the tails of passing Comets of the 19th & 

20th centuries; he used witness accounts and sometimes drawings.  

For more details please see end times and Comets of the 1800’s for more 

information on the comets seen.  

1. The fall of a lightning ball: A ‘body of fire’ from a ‘fiery cloud’  that 

caused an explosion of the powder magazine of Athlone Castle, Ireland, in 

the  27 October 1697. The town was devastated, although only 7 persons 

were killed. 

minutes. 

2. The Malvern Hills Horror. During a thunderstorm on the Worcestershire 

Beacon, July 3, 1826, a huge ball of ‘electric fire’ rolled into a stone shelter 

and burst through the opposite wall. Two persons were killed and others 

injured. Double comet Biela was seen twice in the 1800’s. 

3. Pursuit of a lightning ball, Milan, Italy. June 1841. A reddish-yellow 

fireball, chased by a group of men and boys, drifted down a street during 

a thunderstorm& 4.The Tailor of Paris and his visitor, summer 1843.  

During a thunderstorm, a small shining globe entered the tailor’s room via 

the chimney, explored the floor, then rose and left via a stovepipe (after 

removing the paper covering it). Once back in the open air, the globe 



exploded, destroying a chimney. the GREAT COMET OF 1843 Potato 

famine & 8.5 magnitude earthquakes related to these events. 

5. 1800’s a ship at sea experienced large fiery Bolides plasma that 

exploded as they reached the water. 

6. Ball Lightning Incident 1800’s During a thunderstorm (tail of comets) a 

ball of glowing green light was suspended in mid air over a river as people 

watched it. 

7. 'AURORAL METEOR' seen from northern England and Ireland, about 9 

p.m., 1853 September 2. It undulated like a serpent across the sky from 

east to west. An aurora was visible at the same time from York. 

8. A PECULIAR GEOMETRICAL CLOUD seen in the Equatorial Atlantic, 

1870 March 22, from the barque Lady of the Lake. The object moved 

against the wind until it was lost sight of at dusk. This phenomena was 

accompanied by ALL-SKY AURORA over Nairn, Scotland, 1870 September 

3rd. The whole sky was covered with a white, glimmering aurora, but for an 

arc of clear sky on the S.S.E. horizon, bisected by the magnetic meridian. 

9. AN AURORAL LOOP over Finland, 1871 November 16, seen from the 

presbytery (Church) of Enare. 

Double Comet Biela was seen in 1871 and it also caused conflagrations in 

Minnesota, Ontario & the  great Chicago fires. Ignatius Donnelly wrote a 

book called Ragnarok about the destruction & the comet. 

10.‘Rare Electrical Phenomenon at Sea’, March 19, 1887. During a violent 

storm in the North Atlantic Ocean, a bright and dark object were seen 

above the barque J.P.A. The bright body fell into the sea, raising a huge 



wave. The atmosphere then became intolerably hot, yet solid lumps of ice 

fell on deck. 

11. THE COIL. A waterspout off New South Wales, Australia, 1894 August 

12. THE MONSTER OFF MARTHA”S VINEYARD reappeared 3 times, A 

huge waterspout, 3,600 feet high, off the coast of Massachusetts, 1896 

August 19th. 

13. A ball lightning visitor, Linguy (Eure-et-Loire), France, 1897. An 

explosion in a chimney before the fireball appeared drove bricks into the 

wall of the couple’s bedroom.  

13. METEOR FIREBALL NEAR SUNSET, Scotland and northern England, 

1900 September 2. It disappeared 25 miles above Lancashire, and left a 

trail of white dust for some minutes. 14. A STRANGE METEOR moves 

slowly across the sky of southern England in a sinuous path, 1900 July 

18th.  GREAT COMET 1900 * see description below. 

15. Ball lightning over St. John’s Wood, London, 26 June 1921. 

 An incandescent pear-shaped body hovered beneath the clouds of a 

slow-moving nocturnal thunderstorm. It was visible for at least two hours. 

16. THE TRAIL OF THE GREAT PASAMONTE METEOR, as seen from 

Wagon Mound, New Mexico, 5:04 a.m., 1933 March 24, a few minutes 

after the final explosion. The trail, about 17 miles up, was intensely self-

luminous and glowed until at least 5:30 a.m.  

17. A HALO CROSS ROUND THE MOON over the North Atlantic, 0340 

GMT., 1933 July 12, as seen from the S.S. Orduna. Acrylic paint on paper 

18. LIGHTNING BALL falling into the Mediterranean as seen from the 

T.S.S. Viceroy of India, 1938 December 21, during a fierce hail and rain 



squall. A ‘terrific clap of thunder” accompanied the ball. No other 

lightning was seen. 

  

1900 Nova & Great Comet of 1901. Great Comet of 1901 was very 

bright with two tails, one 10 degrees long. Daylight meteor fireball in 

Scotland the size of a ‘bowling ball’ with a glowing red tail. Gale in Europe. 

Brown dust fell in calm day in Michigan. Intense cold with blizzards in 

Europe. Dr. T. Anderson discovers a magnitude 2.7 nova in Perseus. P. B. 

Molesworth observes a dark spot on Jupiter which became the South 

Tropical Disturbance. Red rain and showers of sand at Naples. Blood -red 

sky and ‘lurid cloud’ over Italy. Total solar Eclipse in Mauritius and rainbow 

formed by corona light (caused by comet?) Ball lightning in Ouralsk 

wrecked apartment & girl killed. Java volcano Kloet destroyed estates in 

50 mile area; stone showers and mudflows; over 700 persons killed. In 

Sonora, Mexico a daylight meteor illuminated Tucson, Arizona & impacting 

the earth in Tucson and a ‘terrific shock’ felt. Hundreds of small fish fell in 

heavy rain in S. Carolina. In Netherlands a rare elliptical solar halo was 

observed. Heatwave in New York & Philadelphia killed many with 

heatstroke.  Heatwave in Norway, Yugoslavia. Severe hail storm in England 

& Scotland broke thousands of glass panes. Gales in S. Africa; gale & 

earthquakes in Scotland & mag 7 earthquake  in New Zealand. Violent 

winter storms/ blizzards in England. In 1902 Anticlyclones in Europe; in 

England rust-coloured dust’ fell. Extreme cold in Japan, earthquake in 

Transcaucasia killed 2,000.  

Guatemala volcanoes erupting, earthquake and tsunami killed 12,000. This 

Volcanic eruption caused total darkness for 36 hours & heavy ash fall. Mont 

Pelee volcano erupted violently in Martinique. In India tornado killed 416 

people & devastated city. St. Vincent volcano killed 2,000. Mt. Pelee 



erupted again killing 30,000. In England the sky filled with violet, yellow 

and green ’suns’ like ‘toy balloons’ at sunset. Tornados in Arizona & Texas. 

In China 10 lb hailstones fell. In Finland a 100 lb meteorite of stony iron fell 

after meteor detonated. Severe lightning in Spain, cyclone in France. In 

Australia a 25 lbs stone meteorite  fell. Tornados in Baltimore, Minnesota & 

thunderstorm accompanied falling pumice.  Deadly volcanic eruptions:  In 

Japan, Tori Shima. Mont Altomonte, Calabria.  Huge forest fire in 

Washington caused day darkness in the Northwest. 180 earthquakes shock 

in Guam destroyed buildings. In Sicily 29.1 inches in thunderstorm caused 

floods & killed 11.  Typhoon in Japan drowned 200. Geomagnetic storm in 

N. Hemisphere cut telegraphic communication between Europe & N. 

America. In Australia dust storm and ‘mud rain’ with many fireballs fell. In 

Kentucky a 13 lbs, meteorite fell. Earthquake in Russia killed 2,500. 

1903 ball lightning  

Comet Morehouse C/1908 R1 seen Sep/1/1908 and comet Halley’s 

expected return in 1908-1909. In June/30/1908 the Tunguska event in 

Russia took place, possibly due to a plasma discharge, also unusual aurora 

display & phenomena. 

1908 Comet Morhouse Tunguska event  

1910 Comet Halley, Fear of poisonous gases from tail. 

1911 Belyavsky 

1918  Comet Reid seen and Spanish flu pandemic kills 75 million 

1937 Ball lightning in 1938 

1976 Comet 

1986 Comet? 

1997 Hale-Bopp 

*1959-61 Chinese famine kills 43,000  

Conclusion: 



From the phenomena described in some of the images seen in this video, 

besides many elements being present in the tails of comets, like water, 

iron, sand, gold, diamonds, hydrocarbons, sulphur dioxide, etc; it seems 

that there is also Plasma in the tails of comets, that shows as lighting bolts 

or as bolides and meteorites, and this plasma seems to have some kind of 

conscious properties or some other strange properties, like floating in the 

air or being suspended in mid air,  changing direction, interacting with 

each other and people before it explodes, glowing like radioactive 

material, gelatinous or semi liquid form (like the surface of the Sun and the 

gas giants, which are not made of gas, but fluid plasma and condense 

matter & elements, blobs or spheres of different colours that change shape  

from a teardrop to spheres. Besides the highly electrified atmosphere 

during the passing & connecting with big comets, like saint elmos’ fire & 

melting  & transmutation of elements & metals scientist need to look into 

these phenomena to get a better understanding of our cosmos. 
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